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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR,MX 

SUBJECT: SALINITY LEGISLATION 
REE: MEXICO 7318 

1 . LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE IS BEING PREPARED BY INTERIOR 
DEPARTMENT AND IS WELL ADVANCED. IT MUST INCLUDE NOT ONLY 
A DRAFT BILL BUT ALSO DETAILED FEASIBILITY REPORTS ON THE 
WORKS PROPOSED AND AN EXTENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATE- 
MENT. THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT HOPES TO SUBMIT 500-PAGE 
PACKAGE TO 0MB IN PART THIS WEEK AND THE REST NEXT WEEK. 

0MB WILL CIRCULATE IT TO ALL INTERESTED FEDERAL AGENCIES 
FOR COMMENT. ALLOWING PROBABLE MINIMUM OE TWO WEEKS EOR 
THIS REVIEW, THE PACKAGE MIGHT BE TRANSMITTED TO THE 
CONGRESS DURING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 29. 

2. WE HAVE AS YET NO BASIS FOR ESTIMATING WHEN CONGRES- 
SIONAL COMMITTEES MIGHT HOLD HEARINGS. HEARINGS COULD 
BECOME CONTROVERSIAL IF BASIN STATES RAISE OBJECTIONS TO 
THE AGREEMENT OR SEEK TO INCLUDE AUTHORIZATION OF OTHER 
WORKS. IF HEARINGS ARE COMPLETED IN NOVEMBER AND THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 201480 

CONGRESS RETURNS AETER THANKSGIVING, WE WOULD HOPE EOR 
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ENACTMENT SOMETIME IN DECEMBER, BUT MUST RECOGNIZE THAT 
IT MAY NOT REACH THE ELOOR UNTIL THE NEXT SESSION WHICH 
BEGINS IN JANUARY. 


3. IN THE EVENT THAT THE LEGISLATION IS ENACTED AND 
MEXICO IS NOTIEIED BEEORE JANUARY I, THE QUALITY COMMITMENT 
OE IMPERIAL DAM SALINITY PLUS 1 15 PPM WOULD BE OBSERVED 
BEGINNING JANUARY I IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OE 
MINUTE NO. 242, PARAGRAPH 1(A). 

4. INTERIOR IS ALREADY IN THE PROCESS OF TRANSMITTING A 
REQUEST EOR A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OE $1.9 MILLION 
TO BEGIN DESIGN WORK. THESE EUNDS WOULD PROBABLY BECOME 
AVAILABLE SOON ALTER APPROVAL OE THE ENABLING LEGISLATION. 
KISSINGER 
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